
AGENDA 
NORTHPORT ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 
  

 
    
1. CALL TO ORDER  
    
2. ROLL CALL  
    
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 A. March 23, 2023 
    
4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
    
5. VERIFICATION OF PROPER NOTIFICATION   
    
6. VERIFICATION OF NO CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
    
7. NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL   
    
8. OLD BUSINESS  
    
9. NEW BUSINESS  
 A. V-23-7 – Lamar Advertising requests a variance from the billboard 

requirements in Section 804.01.c to install a new digital billboard 
without conforming to the current sign ordinance requirements for the 
property located at the intersection of U.S. Highway 82 and U.S. 
Highway 69 at 3107 Lurleen B. Wallace Blvd.  

 B. V-23-8 – Tim Clements requests a variance from special development 
standards found in article 4 for the business located at 1786 Harper 
Road.  

 C. V-23-9 – Lauren Smelley requests a variance from front and side 
setback requirements in Section 603, Table 6-2 located at 1510 
Bellwood Lane. 

 D. V-23-10 – Medger Brown requests a variance from the front setback 
requirements in Section 603, Table 6-2 located at 2700 Deerfield Lane.  

    
10. DISCUSSION  
    
11. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS  
    
12. ADJOURNMENT  
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OFFICIAL MINUTES
NORTHPORT BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023

The Northport Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 23, 
2023, in the Council Chambers of the Northport City Hall by Chair Jon Garner.

Upon roll call the following members were found to be present: Mr. Aubrey Dale, Mr. Jon Garner, Mr. 
Chad Haynie, Mr. Kevin Shobe, Mr. Tyler Waler and Mr. Brian Chandler.  Absent and failing to vote 
was Mrs. Tena Phifer. Also present were staff members Mrs. Julie Ramm, Mrs. Morgan Williams, Mr. 
Chris Cunningham, and Mrs. Holly Phillips. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Shobe. to approve the minutes for January 19, 2023. Seconded by Mr Chandler. Roll 
call vote was as follows: Mr. Shobe – Yes; Mr. Chandler – Yes; Mr. Dale – Yes; Mr. Garner – Yes; Mr. 
Haynie – Yes; and Mr. Walker – Yes. Motion Carried.

Approval of Agenda

Motion by Mr Haynie. to approve the agenda for March 23, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Shobe.  Roll call 
vote was as follows: Mr. Haynie – Yes; Mr. Shobe – Yes; Mr. Chandler -Yes; Mr. Dale – Yes; Mr. 
Garner – Yes; and Mr. Walker – Yes. Motion Carried.

Approval of Proper Notification-   Mrs. Ramm informed the Board that proper notification was given.

Verification of No Conflict of Interest - None

Notice of Right to Appeal – No conflict of Interest.

Old Business - None

New Business

a. V-23-2 – Foster and Herring, LLC is requesting a variance from the setback requirements in 
Section Table 4-3 for O-I (Office and Institutional) at 3514 14th Street.

Josh Rogers, Thompson Engineering at 2900 8th Street, stated the this is a small lot that is adjacent to the 
railroad. They are wanting to develop a fellowship hall for the church on this lot. The lot that sits on the 
left side, they are wanting to develop a fellowship hall for the church. They are requesting a variance for 
the fellowship hall on the setback requirements. The existing church is already on the across setback, the 
fellowship hall set back request is to move from 25 feet to 15 feet. 

Mr. Garner read from the petitioner’s application that the hardship that is noted that the irregular shaped 
lot with the railroad along with the flood way on the property. The petitioner stated that the property does 
have a power easement that runs through it. 
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Official ZBA Minutes                          2

Mr. Haynie asked what the proposed square footage on the fellowship hall was. Mr Rogers did not know 
right of hand but did know that the building occupancy is 80.

Mr. Garner opened the floor for public comments.

With no public comments to be heard, Mr. Garner closed the floor.

Motion by Mr. Haynie I make a motion to grant Foster and Herring, LLC requested variance from the 
rear setback requirements of 25 feet to 10 feet, for the property located at 3514 14th Street. Seconded by 
Mr. Shobe.  Roll call vote was as follows: Mr. Haynie – Yes; Mr. Shobe – Yes; Mr. Chandler – Yes; Mr. 
Dale – Yes; and Mr. Garner – Yes; Motion Carried.

b. V-23-6 – Foster and Herring, LLC is requesting a variance from the required parking 
requirements in Section 610 at 3514 14th Street.

Josh Rogers, Thompson Engineering at 2900 8th Street, stated that they are wanting to request the variance 
for parking from 71 parking space to 40 parking spaces. This is due to the flood way on the eastern part of 
the lot. They are going to have off street parking adjacent to the church along with the handicap parking. 
There is a power easement that runs through the proposed parking lot along with the poles and hinders the 
number of spaces. Currently the parking lot that they have is not striped and can fit around 20 parking 
spaces. Typically, as of now, they have no more than 10 cars in their parking lot. 

Mr. Chandler asked about one of the poles falling into a space. Mr. Rogers stated that it does not it’s by 
the sidewalk.

Mr. Haynie asked if events would be going on simultaneously at the fellowship hall and church. Mr. Rogers 
stated no.

Mr. Garner asked if the current lot was gravel. Mr. Rogers stated yes and the proposed would be a hard 
surface. 

Mr. Garner opened the floor for public comments.

With no public comments to be heard, Mr. Garner closed the floor.

Motion by Mr. Haynie I make a motion to grant Foster and Herring, LLC requested variance from the 
minimum parking requirements from 71 spaces to 40 spaces for the property located at 3514 14th Street. 
Seconded by Mr. Shobe. Roll call vote was as follows: Mr. Haynie – Yes; Mr. Shobe – Yes; Mr. 
Chandler -Yes; Mr. Dale – Yes; Mr. Garner – Yes; Motion Carried.

c. V-23-4 – Michael Faulkner is requesting a variance from the building materials and design review 
requirements in Section 1002.13(B4) to allow the use of painted metal siding on a building 
located at 4512 Lakeshore Drive.

Michael Faulkner, 4512 Lakeshore Drive, stated he was building a shop on the property and would like to 
use painted metal instead of vinyl siding. 

Mr. Garner asked the petitioner what his reason was on using painted metal verse an allowed material. Mr. 
Faulkner stated that he believes that the metal siding would hold its value better and would not warp or 
fade over time. 
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Official ZBA Minutes                          3

Mr. Haynie asked the petitioner what the building material of his home was. Mr. Faulkner stated it was 
brick and vinyl. Mr. Haynie asked if there was a reason to not use the same on the shop. Mr. Faulkner 
stated that he did not want to brick the structure.

Mr. Garner stated that the ordinance states that metal siding was allowed on a 200 square foot structure 
only. Mrs. Ramm clarified that was correct.

Mr. Haynie stated that the application stated there was a signed petition for this case. Mr. Faulkner stated 
he went around to his neighbors.

Mr. Chandler asked where the building will be placed on the property and if it will be visible from the 
street. Mr. Faulkner stated that it will be located behind the house, and it will be noticeable from certain 
angles.

Mr. Garner asked for address or locations of similar structures in the area. Mr. Faulkner mentioned 701 
Sable Lane. Mr. Shobe asked what the hardship was, Mr. Faulkner responded that he didn’t like vinyl and 
didn’t feel that the ground was sufficient to support a brick foundation. Mr. Shobe asked if the metal siding 
would be cheaper, Mr. Faulkner responded that it would be.

Ms. Ramm showed a Google streetview image of 701 Sable Lane for the board to examine. Mr. Faulkner 
mentioned that 716 Sable Lane also had a similar structure. Ms. Ramm showed google maps image of the 
area. Mr. Chandler stated that the metal buildings visible to him appeared to be smaller in size and would 
be allowable. Mr.Faulkner mentioned another possible building in the area, staff was unable to find any 
images of the building in question.

Mr. Faulkner stated he has received a permit and has started the process. He has the pole set and roof but 
was waiting on the approval to complete the structure. 

Mr. Haynie asked if the shop will be viewable from Hunter Creek Road. Mr. Faulkner stated yes you can 
catch a glimpse of it. 

Mr. Garner opened the floor for public comments.

Dan Tiller, 4406 Lakeshore Drive, stated he does not have anything to say on this structure and supports 
the request.

With no public comments to be heard, Mr. Garner closed the floor.

Motion by Mr. Dale. I make a motion to grant Michael Faulkner a variance to allow metal siding for his 
accessory building located at 4512 Lakeshore Drive. Seconded by Mr. Shobe.  Roll call vote was as 
follows: Mr. Dale - Yes; Mr. Shobe – No; Mr. Garner – No; Mr. Haynie – Yes; and Mr. Chandler -No; 
Motion Failed.

Mr. Garner brought the petitioner’s attention to his right to appeal on the back of his agenda.
d. V-23-5 – Northport Church of God is requesting a variance from the building materials and design 

review requirements in Section 1002.13(B4) to allow the use of painted metal siding on a building 
addition located at 2427 20th Avenue.
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Official ZBA Minutes                          4

Jason Coker, 302 Merchant Walk with Duncan Coker Associate stated that they are planning on tearing 
down the old sanctuary that houses the children’s center. We are wanting to take the corner of the metal 
building that is already established and build it out. This would allow them to move the children’s center 
while we are demolishing the old sanctuary. If we where to use a brick, hardy board, or vinyl siding on 
this build out it would be more of an eye sore to the public since the metal building is already established. 
They are not actual increasing the square footage of the metal siding. The metal building was built 
around the 80’s and before the ordinance was in place.

Mr. Haynie asked if the variance would allow them to use a non-conforming building material for the 
new structure. Mr. Cunningham stated that it would not unless the board specifically included that in 
their motion. Mr. Coker said that they are perfectly fine with that. Mr. Garner stated that if they were to 
decide on using a metal siding on the rebuild of the sanctuary, it would have to come back to the Zoning 
Board of Adjustments. Ms. Ramm stated that this understanding is correct, and suggested that the board 
amend the motion from the one listed in their packet to be more specific. Mr. Coker stated that he was 
fine with this

Mr. Garner opened the floor for public comments.

With no public comments to be heard, Mr. Garner closed the floor.

Motion by Mr. Chandler I make a motion to grant Northport Church of God a variance to allow metal 
siding on their proposed building addition for the property located at 2427 20th Avenue. Seconded by 
Mr. Shobe.  Roll call vote was as follows: Mr. Chandler – Yes; Mr. Shobe – Yes; Mr. Dale - Yes; Mr. 
Garner – Yes; Mr. Haynie – Yes; and Mr. Chandler -Yes; Motion Carried.

X.   DISCUSSION 

XI.  ADJOURNMENT

      

 All members voted yes by a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned. 

                         __________________________
                          Mr. Jon Garner, Chairman

______________________________
Julie Ramm, Secretary
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NORTHPORT ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
STAFF REPORT
May 10, 2023

AGENDA ITEM
Case Number:  V-23-7
Request:  A variance from required billboard standards
Location:  3107 Lurleen Wallace Blvd.
Applicant:  Lamar Advertising
 
SUBJECT PARCEL
Zoning: C-6 Highway Commercial
Zoning of Adjacent Property:  C-3 General Commercial & C-6 Highway Commercial
Proposed Action:  Erect new digital billboards on an existing pole without conforming to sign ordinance 
requirements for billboards.
STAFF COMMENTS
Lamar Advertising is seeking a variance from the requirements for billboard signs. Those standards are in 
section 804.01.C and are included below :
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
The standards for variances as outlined in section 1109.3 of the Northport Municipal Code are as 
follows:
1108.03. Standards for Variances. The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall grant no variance in
the strict application of the provision of this Ordinance unless it finds that the following
requirements and standards are satisfied. In general, the power to authorize a variance from the
terms of this Ordinance shall be sparingly exercised. It is the intent of this Ordinance that the
variance be used only to overcome some exceptional physical condition of a parcel of land which
poses practical difficulty to its development and prevents its owner from using the property as
intended by the Zoning Ordinance. Any variance granted shall be the minimum adjustment
necessary for the reasonable use of the land.
The applicant must prove that the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and that
practical difficulty and unnecessary hardship will result if it is not granted. In particular, the
applicant shall establish and substantiate in writing that the appeal for the variance conforms to
all of the requirements and standards listed below:
A. The granting of the variance shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent
of the regulations imposed by this Ordinance on the district in which it is located and
shall not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.
B. The granting of the variance will not permit the establishment of any use, which is not
permitted in the district.
C. There must be proof of unique circumstances: there must exist special circumstances
or conditions fully described in the findings, applicable to the land or buildings for which
the variance is sought, which circumstances or conditions are peculiar to such land or
buildings and do not apply generally to land or buildings in the district, and which
circumstances or conditions are such that the strict application of the provisions of this
Ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of such land or building.
D. There must be proof of unnecessary hardship. It is not sufficient proof of hardship to
show that greater profit would result if the variance were granted. Furthermore, the
hardship complained of cannot be self-created; nor can it be established on this basis by
one who purchases with or without knowledge of the restrictions; it must result from the
application of this Ordinance; it must be suffered directly by the property in question; and
evidence of other variances granted under similar circumstances shall not be considered.
E. That the granting of the variance is necessary for the reasonable use of the land or
building and that the variance as granted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment is the
minimum variance that will accomplish this purpose.
F. That the proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to
adjacent property, substantially increase the congestion in the public streets, increase the
danger of fire, endanger the public safety, or substantially diminish or impair property
values within the adjacent neighborhood.
G. That the granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any
special privilege that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in
the same district.

The Board may prescribe any safeguard that it deems necessary to secure substantially the
objectives of the regulations or provisions to which the variance applies.
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Additionally, the zoning ordinance includes the following requirements for variances from the sign 
ordinance:

SUMMARY:
Lamar Advertising proposes to erect a new digital billboard screen on the northern side of an existing 
sign structure that currently contains 2 static billboards. This sign is nonconforming for the following 
reasons:

1. Billboards are required to be a minimum of 600 feet from the nearest residence. This sign 
appears to be approximately 295’ from a residence.

2. Billboards are required to be a minimum of 2,000 feet from the nearest billboard. This sign 
appears to be approximately 570 feet from the nearest billboard, with numerous other 
billboards within 2,000 feet of it.

3. Billboards are required to be a minimum of 10 feet from a property line. As measured by the 
applicant, this billboard is 8 feet from the property line.

While the ordinance does allow non-conforming signs to be maintained and to change pictorial content, 
it does not permit a non-conforming sign to be structurally changed to another non-conforming sign nor 
structurally altered to prolong the life of the sign. Staff has consistently viewed the conversion of a static 
billboard to digital as a new sign installation, thus requiring full compliance with the zoning ordinance. 
Staff does not support the granting of this variance.

MOTION:
1. I make a motion to grant Lamar Advertising a variance from the billboard parking requirements 

for 1) required minimum distance to a residence, 2) required minimum distance between 
billboards, and 3) required minimum distance to a property line to erect a new digital billboard 
on the existing sign pole at 3107 Lurleen Wallace Blvd.
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Subject Billboard 
Nearest Billboard 

(approx. 570 feet) 

Other nearby billboards 

(approx. 880 feet) 
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While the City of Northport, Alabama makes every effort to maintain
 and distribute accurate information, No Warranties and/or
Representations of Any Kind are made regarding information, data
 or services provided. In no event, shall the City of Northport,
Alabama be liable in any way to the users of this data. Users of this
 data shall hold the City of Northport, Alabama harmless in all
matters and accounts arising from the use and/or accuracy of this
 data.
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NORTHPORT ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
STAFF REPORT
May 10, 2023

AGENDA ITEM
Case Number:  V-23-8
Request:  A variance from special development standards
Location:  1786 Harper Road
Applicant:  Tim Clements
 
SUBJECT PARCEL
Zoning: M-1 Light Industrial
Zoning of Adjacent Property:  M-1 Light Industrial, C-6 Highway Commercial, and O&I Office & 
Institutional
Proposed Action:  Perform minor repair work and sales of vehicles & heavy equipment from a gravel 
parking lot.
STAFF COMMENTS
Tim Clements is seeking a variance from the special development standards for Road Service and 
Commercial Support Uses. Those standards are in section 409.00.G and 409.00.M.6 and are included 
below :
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
The standards for variances as outlined in section 1109.3 of the Northport Municipal Code are as 
follows:
1108.03. Standards for Variances. The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall grant no variance in
the strict application of the provision of this Ordinance unless it finds that the following
requirements and standards are satisfied. In general, the power to authorize a variance from the
terms of this Ordinance shall be sparingly exercised. It is the intent of this Ordinance that the
variance be used only to overcome some exceptional physical condition of a parcel of land which
poses practical difficulty to its development and prevents its owner from using the property as
intended by the Zoning Ordinance. Any variance granted shall be the minimum adjustment
necessary for the reasonable use of the land.
The applicant must prove that the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and that
practical difficulty and unnecessary hardship will result if it is not granted. In particular, the
applicant shall establish and substantiate in writing that the appeal for the variance conforms to
all of the requirements and standards listed below:
A. The granting of the variance shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent
of the regulations imposed by this Ordinance on the district in which it is located and
shall not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.
B. The granting of the variance will not permit the establishment of any use, which is not
permitted in the district.
C. There must be proof of unique circumstances: there must exist special circumstances
or conditions fully described in the findings, applicable to the land or buildings for which
the variance is sought, which circumstances or conditions are peculiar to such land or
buildings and do not apply generally to land or buildings in the district, and which
circumstances or conditions are such that the strict application of the provisions of this
Ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of such land or building.
D. There must be proof of unnecessary hardship. It is not sufficient proof of hardship to
show that greater profit would result if the variance were granted. Furthermore, the
hardship complained of cannot be self-created; nor can it be established on this basis by
one who purchases with or without knowledge of the restrictions; it must result from the
application of this Ordinance; it must be suffered directly by the property in question; and
evidence of other variances granted under similar circumstances shall not be considered.
E. That the granting of the variance is necessary for the reasonable use of the land or
building and that the variance as granted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment is the
minimum variance that will accomplish this purpose.
F. That the proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to
adjacent property, substantially increase the congestion in the public streets, increase the
danger of fire, endanger the public safety, or substantially diminish or impair property
values within the adjacent neighborhood.
G. That the granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any
special privilege that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in
the same district.

The Board may prescribe any safeguard that it deems necessary to secure substantially the
objectives of the regulations or provisions to which the variance applies.
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SUMMARY:

Tim Clements proposes to operate a business repairing and selling heavy equipment and work trucks at 
1786 Harper Road. The special development standards in the zoning ordinance require that 

1. All merchandise for sale or rental be stored on a paved surface, and
2. All equipment under repair be completely screened from public view or performed indoors.

Mr. Clements would like to perform minor repairs and maintenance on the existing gravel parking lot, as 
well as store and display inventory for sale stored on the existing gravel parking lot. The applicant has 
listed the following hardships: 

1. Loading & unloading heavy equipment would destroy asphalt or concrete paving, and
2. Some large equipment would not fit in any of the buildings on site.

Staff does not oppose the granting of this variance, though the board may wish to consider requiring at 
least partial screening along the existing fence.

MOTION:
1. I make a motion to grant Tim Clements a variance to allow storage and repair of vehicles & 

heavy equipment on the existing gravel parking lot for the business located at 1786 Harper 
Road. 
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CLty of Northport 
Variance Application Packet 

All applications, plans, and supporting documents may be submitted by email to 
planning@cityofnorthport.org. 

Date of Application : 

SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST 

D Completed Application D Designation of Agent Form (if applicant is not property owner) 

D $75 Appeal Fee (additional fees may apply) D Names and Addresses of all Adjoining Properties 

D Site Plan/Sketch (showing property lines, existing and proposed structures, and dimensions) 

PROPERTY INFORMATION _\ 

Property Address 1" ~ ~ IJi~ \\w~{ Q,~ 1 \\\or \\-_\ "-' J ~ 39-fl(,, 
Property Subdivision and Lot Number:------------ -------- --------­

Property Zoning District : - - - ----------------------- - -------

Existing Buildings on Property: _ __J£.i.._ _ _ ___ __________________ _____ _ 

Proposed Construction on Property: ----'()"------------------------------

PETITIONER INFORMATION 

Petitioner Name: _ _....,...:...L..>_,,__."-"-_...,....c...:.-=-----+---""-l--¥-'~ -'l--_..__:::...,_..:....=;+-....!.....:!~=--,--...=-----.-~- (-q~-c _J _6_C.....,...
1_J_ ..... __ c__----.---

Petitioner Phone: l}-05'--'?--C\ )_...-l<ooa co, cl-t O 1. ~ti: • Loi..... 

Petitioner Address (if different than property information above) : \oq,s: ~ ~ ~sc°'""locs43'l r-tL 
25"10 \p 

Petitioner is Owner of Property (if yes, skip owner information): Oves 
OWNER INFORMATION 

Owner Name and/or Company: ~~<"¥-.~\ \-er ~ll..-\-~ LLC-
Owner Mailing Address : l\d:-:0 '.d-\ ~..\- l\\l €..::~ ':)ltA...loo~ 1 f\ L 1~ f 
Owner Phone: ')..t>~ -1~, .--.:iq'\Lj- Owner Email : _______________ _ 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

~ BY CHECKING THIS BOX, I HEREBY AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

The information contained in this document is true and correct and may be relied upon by the City of Northport. By typing 
my name and by checking this bo is acknowle s that I am bound by this document ·ust s if I had signed the 
document rather than y ed mv. a 
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Rev 3/ 20 
City of Northport Planning & Inspections Department 

3500 McFarland Blvd • Northport, AL 35476 • 205-339-7000 • planning@cityofnorthport.org 
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City of Northport 
Variance Application Packet 

All applications, plans, and supporting documents may be submitted by email to 
planning@cityofnorthport.org. 

REQUEST INFORMATION 

Describe the special conditions pertaining to your property (or to your case) which sets your case apart from others in the 
sa 

Describe how your appeal (if granted) would impact neighboring properties or how it would or would not be contrary to 

the public interest: Y. + L / 
~ls w. i~"u fihou_ y\l) \ ,_ ~,r C:' =' ke Y\ e: ~!-,ho✓\ "''t f coe<>[W:, \ _lii",y k'\ j<tf< U" [ °"/ 
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City of Northport Planning & Inspections Department 
3500 McFarland Blvd • Northport, AL 35476 • 205-339-7000 • planning@cityofnorthport.org 
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City of Northport 
Designation of Agent Form 

All applications, plans, and supporting documents may be submitted by email to 
planning@cityofnorthport.org. 

1, _W_e_sl_e-'-y_B_u_rk_h_a_lt_e_r ____ __, being owner of the property which is the subject of this application 

hereby authorize Tim Clements , to act as my representative with the City of Northport's 

(Board of Zoning, and/or Planning Commission, and/or City Council), as required by the type of request listed 

on the attached application form. 

Property Owner s;gnaturec ~ Date: 04/14/2023 

Property Owner Mailing Address: 1786 Harper Road 
-------------------
Northport, AL 35476 

Phone Number: 205-799-2868 

Authorized Agent Mailing Address: 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF TUSCALOOSA 

Phone Number: 

I, -~__:;_~_'-Y-_C\_Y\-'-_\_~~\'-'-\)_< ___ ~, a Notary Public in and for said County and State, hereby certify 
I 

that ~c£l.~ \6\A,'('\,V'A\ ~ whose name is signed to the foregoing document, and who is known to 

me or acknowledged before me on this day, that being informed of the contents of said document, did 

execute the same voluntarily on the day that bears the same date. 

Given my hand and seal of office this l Lt day of _u¾:?=-~-'-r-'\..._\-'------' 

../-..}t::...!Ll~~t:!::::.:.J..J:::=::::z;_,c.t--.~~ SHARAN K. TAYLOR 
ffflARY AaJC, ALAWM STATE AT LARGE 

'6f COINSSlON EXPIRfS FEB. 15, 2027 
My Commission Expires:----'---------------
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While the City of Northport, Alabama makes every effort to maintain
 and distribute accurate information, No Warranties and/or
Representations of Any Kind are made regarding information, data
 or services provided. In no event, shall the City of Northport,
Alabama be liable in any way to the users of this data. Users of this
 data shall hold the City of Northport, Alabama harmless in all
matters and accounts arising from the use and/or accuracy of this
 data.
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NORTHPORT ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
STAFF REPORT
May 10, 2023

AGENDA ITEM
Case Number:  V-23-9
Request:  A variance from setback standards
Location:  1510 Bellwood Lane
Applicant:  Lauren Smelley
 
SUBJECT PARCEL
Zoning: RS-3 Residential Single Family
Zoning of Adjacent Property: RS-3 Residential Single Family
Proposed Action:  To allow an existing building to encroach into front and side setbacks
STAFF COMMENTS
Lauren Smelley is seeking a variance from the front and side setback requirements for RS-3 zoning. 
Those standards are in table 6-2 and are included below:
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
The standards for variances as outlined in section 1109.3 of the Northport Municipal Code are as 
follows:
1108.03. Standards for Variances. The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall grant no variance in
the strict application of the provision of this Ordinance unless it finds that the following
requirements and standards are satisfied. In general, the power to authorize a variance from the
terms of this Ordinance shall be sparingly exercised. It is the intent of this Ordinance that the
variance be used only to overcome some exceptional physical condition of a parcel of land which
poses practical difficulty to its development and prevents its owner from using the property as
intended by the Zoning Ordinance. Any variance granted shall be the minimum adjustment
necessary for the reasonable use of the land.
The applicant must prove that the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and that
practical difficulty and unnecessary hardship will result if it is not granted. In particular, the
applicant shall establish and substantiate in writing that the appeal for the variance conforms to
all of the requirements and standards listed below:
A. The granting of the variance shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent
of the regulations imposed by this Ordinance on the district in which it is located and
shall not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.
B. The granting of the variance will not permit the establishment of any use, which is not
permitted in the district.
C. There must be proof of unique circumstances: there must exist special circumstances
or conditions fully described in the findings, applicable to the land or buildings for which
the variance is sought, which circumstances or conditions are peculiar to such land or
buildings and do not apply generally to land or buildings in the district, and which
circumstances or conditions are such that the strict application of the provisions of this
Ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of such land or building.
D. There must be proof of unnecessary hardship. It is not sufficient proof of hardship to
show that greater profit would result if the variance were granted. Furthermore, the
hardship complained of cannot be self-created; nor can it be established on this basis by
one who purchases with or without knowledge of the restrictions; it must result from the
application of this Ordinance; it must be suffered directly by the property in question; and
evidence of other variances granted under similar circumstances shall not be considered.
E. That the granting of the variance is necessary for the reasonable use of the land or
building and that the variance as granted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment is the
minimum variance that will accomplish this purpose.
F. That the proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to
adjacent property, substantially increase the congestion in the public streets, increase the
danger of fire, endanger the public safety, or substantially diminish or impair property
values within the adjacent neighborhood.
G. That the granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any
special privilege that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in
the same district.

The Board may prescribe any safeguard that it deems necessary to secure substantially the
objectives of the regulations or provisions to which the variance applies.
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SUMMARY:

Lauren Smelley proposes to reconfigure the lot layout of her existing property at 1510 Bellwood Lane. 
The existing property is divided into 3 lots. The applicant would like to resurvey the property into 2 lots. 
She has taken the preliminary plat to the Planning & Zoning Commission, who approved it contingent 
upon the granting of a variance for setback encroachments of the existing structure. The applicant is 
asking that ZBA approve the following setback adjustments:

1. Front setback reduced from 30 feet to 19.5 feet.
2. Side setback reduced from 10 feet to 6 feet.

The applicant has cited as a hardship that all buildings are pre-existing. Staff does not oppose the 
granting of this variance.

MOTION:
1. I make a motion to grant Lauren Smelley a reduction in front setback requirements from 30 feet 

to 19.5 feet, and a side setback reduction from 10 feet to 6 feet, for the existing structure 
located at 1510 Bellwood Lane. 
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While the City of Northport, Alabama makes every effort to maintain
 and distribute accurate information, No Warranties and/or
Representations of Any Kind are made regarding information, data
 or services provided. In no event, shall the City of Northport,
Alabama be liable in any way to the users of this data. Users of this
 data shall hold the City of Northport, Alabama harmless in all
matters and accounts arising from the use and/or accuracy of this
 data.
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NORTHPORT ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
STAFF REPORT
May 10, 2023

AGENDA ITEM
Case Number:  V-23-10
Request:  A variance from setback standards
Location:  2700 Deerfield Lane
Applicant:  Medger Brown
 
SUBJECT PARCEL
Zoning: RS-3 Residential Single Family
Zoning of Adjacent Property: RS-3 Residential Single Family
Proposed Action:  To allow a new building addition to encroach into the front setback
STAFF COMMENTS
Medger Brown is seeking a variance from the front setback requirements for RS-3 zoning. Those 
standards are in table 6-2 and are included below:
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
The standards for variances as outlined in section 1109.3 of the Northport Municipal Code are as 
follows:
1108.03. Standards for Variances. The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall grant no variance in
the strict application of the provision of this Ordinance unless it finds that the following
requirements and standards are satisfied. In general, the power to authorize a variance from the
terms of this Ordinance shall be sparingly exercised. It is the intent of this Ordinance that the
variance be used only to overcome some exceptional physical condition of a parcel of land which
poses practical difficulty to its development and prevents its owner from using the property as
intended by the Zoning Ordinance. Any variance granted shall be the minimum adjustment
necessary for the reasonable use of the land.
The applicant must prove that the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and that
practical difficulty and unnecessary hardship will result if it is not granted. In particular, the
applicant shall establish and substantiate in writing that the appeal for the variance conforms to
all of the requirements and standards listed below:
A. The granting of the variance shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent
of the regulations imposed by this Ordinance on the district in which it is located and
shall not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.
B. The granting of the variance will not permit the establishment of any use, which is not
permitted in the district.
C. There must be proof of unique circumstances: there must exist special circumstances
or conditions fully described in the findings, applicable to the land or buildings for which
the variance is sought, which circumstances or conditions are peculiar to such land or
buildings and do not apply generally to land or buildings in the district, and which
circumstances or conditions are such that the strict application of the provisions of this
Ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of such land or building.
D. There must be proof of unnecessary hardship. It is not sufficient proof of hardship to
show that greater profit would result if the variance were granted. Furthermore, the
hardship complained of cannot be self-created; nor can it be established on this basis by
one who purchases with or without knowledge of the restrictions; it must result from the
application of this Ordinance; it must be suffered directly by the property in question; and
evidence of other variances granted under similar circumstances shall not be considered.
E. That the granting of the variance is necessary for the reasonable use of the land or
building and that the variance as granted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment is the
minimum variance that will accomplish this purpose.
F. That the proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to
adjacent property, substantially increase the congestion in the public streets, increase the
danger of fire, endanger the public safety, or substantially diminish or impair property
values within the adjacent neighborhood.
G. That the granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any
special privilege that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in
the same district.

The Board may prescribe any safeguard that it deems necessary to secure substantially the
objectives of the regulations or provisions to which the variance applies.
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SUMMARY:

Medger Brown proposes to build a two-car garage on the front of his existing house located at 2700 
Deerfield Lane. RS-3 zoning requires a 30-foot front setback, and the existing building is approximately 
36 feet from the front property line. Mr. Brown requests approval of a variance allowing him to build a 
21’x21’ garage that would encroach approximately 15 feet into the front setback.

The applicant has cited as a hardship that their house was built without a two garage, as was typical 
during the time period that the house was constructed.

MOTION:
1. I make a motion to grant Medger Brown a reduction in front setback requirements from 30 feet 

to 15 feet for his property located at 2700 Deerfield Lane. 

Page 36 of 49



City of Northport \ ~. 

Variance Application Packet ~ REcriti~ 
All applications, plans, and supporting documents may be submitted by email to 

planning@cityofnorthport.org. 

Date of Application : 

SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST 

D Completed Application D Designation of Agent Form (if applicant is not property owner) 

D $75 Appeal Fee (additional fees may apply) D Names and Addresses of all Adjoining Properties 

D Site Plan/Sketch (showing property lines, existing and proposed structures, and dimensions) 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Property Address: 9:Tuo- V£E./R{IEL!) LJA.- NDRJ1i Po RT I\ \t>-. 
Property Subdivision and Lot Number:----------------------------­

Property Zoning District: --------------- ------------------­

Existing Buildings on Property: -------------------------------­

Proposed Construction on Property: ...,(2)_.,._l ...,.AT,_,_,\ d"""'-'-'; C'-"-8+--....... ~.;...____.\_,.W= Oa<...---'C~ t\:'----"£_,___-'G'-'.,...'--'&:'--=-'K~f\.!.l&6~ :-~-----

PETITION ER INFORMATION 

Petitioner Name: 0\ e.tlQ er:: ~ '{ Ou-:)f'\ 
~ 

Petitioner Phone: 'aqs-:- :ODD- ~6 ciD Petitioner Email : '\.)Y\ek; c.1..b e.n,~:aoS::CYO..Q\ .CDrv---
Petitioner Address (if different than property information above) : ___________________ _ 

Petitioner is Owner of Property (if yes, skip owner information) : Ix'.] Yes 

OWNER INFORMATION 

Owner Name and/or Company: -------------------------------­

Owner Mailing Address: ----------------------------------

Owner Phone:-------------- Owner Email: __________________ _ 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

~ BY CHECKING THIS BOX, I HEREBY AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

The information contained in this document is true and correct and may be relied upon by the City of Northport. By typing 
my name and by checking this box, this acknowledges that I am bound by this document just as if I had signed the 
document rather than typed my name to this document. 

ApplicantSignature:-:::t:':<:u ~ S>::".".':::: Z llao A~ Date: ':J- clD ·· abci 3 

Page 2 of 4 

Rev 3/20 
City of Northport Planning & Inspections Department 

3500 McFarland Blvd• Northport, AL 35476 • 205-339-7000 • planning@cityofnorthport.org 
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City of Northport 
Variance Application Packet 

All applications, plans, and supporting documents may be submitted by email to 
planning@cityofnorthport.org. 

REQUEST INFORMATION 

Describe the nature of the request: 0.. 
oln:. \ D;;tn5 A- Wo 

Describe the special conditions pertaining to your property (or to your case) which sets your case apart from others in the 

sam~ zoning district: p l ~ t . 
~Ds~,~~v·,(~t ~~;~;~Jn•tffif f,k 

Describe how your appeal (if granted) would impact neighboring properties or how it would or would not be contrary to 
the public interest: 0 

t\--~ ~ \~~Y-s-~e- t~Q~~l ~~\~e.. +Or f1j h-01~ 

Any additional information you would like to add to help process your request, including evidence of petitioner's interest in 

the property if petitioner is not the property ownff t . . , 
Dm~o~s S±v~ 

Page 3 of 4 

Rev 3/20 
City of Northport Planning & Inspections Department 

3500 McFarland Blvd• Northport, AL 35476 • 205-339-7000 • planning@cityofnorthport.org 
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City of Northport 
Designation of Agent Form 

All applications, plans, and supporting documents may be submitted by email to 
planning@cityofnorthport.org. 

I, -::YY\ec1tte.r f3 roWI--"\ . being owner of the property which is the subject of this application 

hereby authorize-----------~ to act as my representative with the City of Northport's 

(Board of Zoning, and/or Planning Commission, and/or City Council), as required by the type of request listed 

on the attached application form . 

Property Owner Signature: ~ f ,~ ) Date ~ JJ 

PropertyOwnerMailingAddress: 8,00- Deerhe:..ld ln 
Dar\..b Ft) rt: CA.le. 3.SLfJ 3 

Phone Number: aos- aoo-)?Sci 0 

Authorized Agent Mailing Address : 

Phone Number: 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF TUSCALOOSA 

I, S/OxI:hi C?l_ £..e£M. . a Notary Public in and for said County and State, hereby certify 

that (Y\f ~er: 00 ~ , whose name is signed to the foregoing document, and who is known to 

me or acknowledged before me on this day, that being informed of the contents of said document, did 

execute the same voluntarily on the day that bears the same date. 

Given my hand and seal of office this ZO¾.Y of _~-+--'_. .... ·_ \ ____ ~• !2fli3 

Page 4 ot 4 

Rev 3/20 

My Commission Expires 
November 2, 2026 

-- . 
.. ,. . . 

~ - ...... -- ..... .,. .. 
- - .., 

w '-• • I -

... -- - ........... -"'\.·•:. -- .. 

City of Northport 'Plann.Hig & Inspections Department 
3500 McFarland Blvd • Northport, AL 35476 • 205-339-7000 • planning@cityofnorthport.org 
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Real Property Assessment - TUSCALOOSA County 

LEIGH ANN FAIR, TAX ASSESSOR 714 Greensboro Avenue, Room 108 

Tuscaloosa, AL 3S401 

GRAY THELMA 

2611 DEERFIELD LN I Account: 145962 
NORTHPORT, AL 35473 I Year: 12022 

Owner Name: GRAY THELMA 

Parcel/PPIN/STR: 31-03-07-3-001-008.000 / 9329 / 7/21S/10W Deed Bk/Pg: 2012/8296 I 5/31/2012 

Physical Addr: 2611 DEERFIELD LN Cale/Deed Ac: 0/0 Tax Due: $321.83 

Imp Desc: RES Cale Type: Cost Fees/Interest Due: $0.00 

Legal Description: LOT 16 IN DEER FIELD SUBD 

Description CLASS 
OVRor 

Mun EX Appraised Use Assessed 
BOE 

LAND - Front Foot/ 95 FF 3 5 Hl $6,500.00 $0.0C $660.00 

SINGLE FAMILY 3 5 Hl $89,100.00 $0.0C $8,920.00 
Total: $95,600.00 $0.0C $9,580.00 

TAXES DUE EXEMPT ASSD 
EXEMPT 

NET TAX DUE FEES TIMBER TAX TOTAL DUE 
TAX 

$62.27 $4,000.00 $26.0 $36.27 FIRE: 
PENALTY ASSESSED $100.59 $2,000.00 $21.00 $79.59 ESC: 

$0.00 $110.17 $0.00 $0.0 $110.17 Nuisance: 

$95.80 $0.00 $0.00 $95.80 StWater 

TAXPAYER'S COPY 

Page 1 of 1 Printed : 4/14/2023 1:15 PM 
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Real Property Assessment - TUSCALOOSA County 

LEIGH ANN FAIR, TAX ASSESSOR 714 Greensboro Avenue, Room 108 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

JUAN MAGDALENA DIEGO 

3120 32ND ST I Account: 12803 
NORTHPORT, AL35476 I Year: 12022 

Owner Name: JUAN MAGDALENA 

Parcel/PPIN/STR: 31-03-07-3-006-029.000 / 50919 / 7 /21S/10W Deed Bk/Pg: 2017/10899 I 5/10/2017 

Physical Addr: 2608 DEERFIELD LN Cale/Deed Ac: 0/o/ Tax Due: $653.73 

Imp Desc: RES,UTIL Cale Type: Cost Fees/Interest Due: $0.00 

Legal Description: LOT 73 IN DEER FIELD SUBD 

Description CLASS 
OVRor 

Mun EX Appraised Use Assessed 
BOE 

LAND - Front Foot/ 78 FF 2 5 $5,400.0C $0.00 $1,080.00 

SINGLE FAMILY 2 5 $77,800.0C $0.00 $15,560.00 

UTILITY WOOD OR C.B. AVERAGE 2 5 $1,700.0C $0.00 $340.00 
Total: $84,900.0C $0.00 $16,980.00 

REAL ASSESSED BPP ASSESSED TAXES DUE EXEMPTASSD 
EXEMPT 

NET TAX DUE FEES TIMBER TAX TOTALDUE 
TAX 

$110.37 $0.00 $0.00 $110.37 FIRE : 
$178.29 $0.00 $0.0 $178.29 ESC: 
$195.27 $0.00 $0.00 $195.27 Nuisance: 

$169.8 $0.00 $0.0 $169.80 StWater 

TAXPAYER'S COPY 

Page 1 of 1 Printed : 4/14/2023 1:14 PM 
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Real Property Assessment - TUSCALOOSA County 

LEIGH ANN FAIR, TAX ASSESSOR 714 Greensboro Avenue, Room 108 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

CONREX ML SMA 2019-01 OPERATING CO LLC 

997 MORRISON DR STE 402 I Account: 1229 

CHARLESTON, SC 29403 - 9442 I Year: 12022 

Owner Name: CONREX ML SMA 2019-01 OPERATING 

Parcel/PPIN/STR: 31-03-07-3-006-031.000 / 80125 / 7/21S/10W Deed Bk/Pg: 2020/3725 I 2/19/2020 

Physical Addr: 2704 DEERFIELD LN Cale/Deed Ac: 0/0 Tax Due: $647.57 

Imp Desc: RES Cale Type: Cost Fees/Interest Due: $0.00 

Legal Description: LOT 71 IN DEER FIELD SUBD 

Description CLASS 
OVRor 

Mun EX Appraised Use Assessed 
BOE 

LAND - Front Foot/ 78 FF 2 5 $5,400.00 $0.0C $1,080.00 
SINGLE FAMILY 2 5 $78,700.00 $0.0C $15,740.00 

Total: $84,100.00 $0.0C $16,820.00 

REAL ASSESSED BPP ASSESSED TAXES DUE EXEMPT ASSD 
EXEMPT 

NET TAX DUE FEES TIMBER TAX TOTAL DUE 
TAX 

$109.33 $0.00 $0.0 $109.33 FIRE: $0.0 
$176.61 $0.00 $0.00 $176.61 ESC: $0.0 

$0.00 $0.0 $193.43 Nuisance: $0.0 

$0.00 $0.00 $168.20 StWater $0.0 

TAXPAYER'S COPY 

Page 1 of 1 Printed : 4/14/2023 1:14 PM 
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2815 Deerfield Lane
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2807 Deerfield Lane
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2811 Deerfield Lane
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While the City of Northport, Alabama makes every effort to maintain
 and distribute accurate information, No Warranties and/or
Representations of Any Kind are made regarding information, data
 or services provided. In no event, shall the City of Northport,
Alabama be liable in any way to the users of this data. Users of this
 data shall hold the City of Northport, Alabama harmless in all
matters and accounts arising from the use and/or accuracy of this
 data.
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